
The Sacrament of Matrimony  

The Bible begins with Adam and Eve being created in God’s likeness. God tells them to be 

fruitful and multiply. Their love for each other is the image of the love God has for us. Whenever 

the authors of the Old Testament wanted to show the beauty of the relationship between the 

Israelites and their God, they would often compare it with marriage. We see one example of this 

in Isaiah 62: 4–5 

4 No more shall men call you "Forsaken," or your land "Desolate," But you shall be called "My 

Delight," and your land "Espoused." For the LORD delights in you, and makes your land his 

spouse. 5 As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you; And as a bridegroom 

rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you. (Isaiah 62: 4–5)  

In the Sacrament of Matrimony, a man and a woman are 

united in such a way that they become one flesh, each 

belonging to one another. Matrimony is a celebration of a 

lifelong commitment of faithful love. Living together in 

marriage is not the only way in which people love one 

another, but marriage is certainly the supreme example of 

human love. In the exchange of promises during the 

marriage ceremony, the couple administers the sacrament to 

each other. There must by an official Church witness 

present, either a priest or a deacon, because Matrimony is an 

act of public worship, a community prayer, bringing God’s blessing to the couple. Once the 

couple is married, their home becomes a domestic church, for the Church is whole and entire in a 

family built on the foundation of the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

Matrimony often takes place during the celebration of the Eucharistic liturgy. The couple 

exchanges promises. One example is 

I, [name], take you, [name] to be my wife/husband. I promise to be true to you in good times and 

in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

While Matrimony is part of the sacramental life that makes it possible for Christians to attain 

eternal salvation, the purpose of the sacrament is to help the partners in this life as they work to 

live in faithfulness to God. Their love for each other is a reflection of the enduring love between 

Christ and his Church, and it provides them with a foretaste of the divine love that awaits them in 

paradise. 

 

 

  



 



Sacrament of Holy Orders  

Jesus chose 12 men to be apostles. One of them, Judas, betrayed Jesus, and then hanged himself. After Jesus' 

ascension, the apostles had the important mission of spreading the news about Jesus, but they were lacking one 

member. At a gathering of Jesus' disciples, Peter told the group that a replacement for Judas was needed. The 

man to be chosen needed to have been a witness to Jesus' life, death, resurrection, and ascension. Two men were 

proposed, Justus and Matthias. Peter and the apostles prayed for the Lord to show them whom to choose. 

Matthias was chosen and became the new apostle (Acts 1:15-26). 

The apostles chose a new Church leader to be a witness to Jesus Christ and continue his work. Today the pope 

and bishops have been called and chosen to continue Jesus' work; they are successors to the apostles. 

All members of the Church participate in the priesthood of all believers through Baptism. However, some men 

are called to serve Jesus and the Church today through the celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Through 

their leadership in the Church, they help continue Jesus' presence on earth in the tradition of the apostles. 

Those who are called to be priests are ordained through the Rite of 

Ordination. In celebrating this Rite, men receive a permanent spiritual 

mark, called a character, signifying that they represent Jesus' presence 

in the Church.  

There are three levels of participation in the Sacrament of Holy Orders: 

as bishop, as priest (from presbyter, which is Greek for “elder”), and as 

deacon. 

A bishop receives the fullness of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. He is 

the head or Ordinary of the local church. The local area entrusted to him 

is called a diocese. A bishop is also a member of the episcopal college: 

this is all the bishops who, with the pope, guide the Church. 

Priests serve the community in various ways. They may be called to serve in their dioceses or as religious order 

priests, carrying out the mission of a particular religious community. They preside at liturgies, preach, administer 

the sacraments, counsel people, serve as pastors, and teach. 

Deacons help and serve bishops by serving the needs of the Church, proclaiming the gospel, teaching and 

preaching, baptizing, witnessing marriages, and assisting the priest celebrant at liturgies. 

Deacons are ordained for service in the Church. There are deacons who are studying to become priests. There are 

deacons that include married men who are called to remain deacons for life and to serve the Church in this 

capacity. 

Priests receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders in the Rite of Ordination. The bishop lays his hands on the head of 

the candidate and says a prayer asking for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In one part of the rite, the candidate 

lies in front of the altar while the Litany of the Saints is sung or recited. In another part of the rite, a priest's hands 

are anointed with chrism. In the rite for a bishop, the new bishop's head is anointed. 

 



 



The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick  

The name Jesus means “God saves.” The name emphasizes that Jesus is the one who has come to save all. Christ 

means “anointed.” The name shows that God the Father has given Jesus a mission and endowed him with power 

to save and the power to heal. Jesus' whole life was aimed at saving people. His words and actions are the 

foundation of the saving grace we now received in the sacraments. 

The sacrament that helps unite those who are suffering with Jesus' saving and healing power is the Anointing of 

the Sick. Through this sacrament people receive forgiveness for their sins and comfort in their suffering; they are 

restored in spirit; and sometimes they even experience the return of physical health. Suffering is a part of life, but 

Jesus unites our suffering with his passion and death so that through our suffering we can participate in his saving 

and healing work. The sacrament also reminds us that God wants to give comfort to the suffering and wants us to 

relieve suffering where we can. 

In the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the priest anoints the seriously ill, injured, or the elderly with the 

oil of the sick. The oil of the sick is a special oil used for the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. It is blessed 

by the bishop at the Chrism Mass during Holy Week. 

In addition to anointing, the person is often offered Holy Communion. When a person is dying, the Communion 

is called viaticum (on the way with you). For a dying person, the sacrament is preparation for passing over to 

eternal life. 

Anointing sometimes occurs in a church and is given to the sick or elderly in a community setting. It often takes 

place in homes, nursing homes, and hospitals. For example, a person who is going to have surgery may be 

anointed. The sacrament may be received more than once, such as when a sick person's condition worsens. 

In the Rites of the Anointing of the Sick, the priest anoints the sick person on the forehead, saying, “Through this 

holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” He also 

anoints the sick person on the hands, saying, “May the Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up. 

Amen.” The “raising” refers to spiritual healing, as well as any physical healing that may take place. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, once referred to as Extreme Unction and ministered only to those in 

danger of death, is a prayer of healing and may be celebrated individually and communally. 

 



 



 
 



 

 


